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Abstract 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To surely detect a failure such as a flaw or dirt generated on the surface of golf 
ball from an image taken by a camera by image processing. 

SOLUTION: In the method of inspecting the appearance of a golf ball G which comprises photographing the 
golf ball surface with a camera 4 to provide a two dimensional image, and detecting an appearance failure 
such as flaw, partial deformation or dirt generated on the surface of the golf ball G from the two-dimensional 
image, two prescribed ranges 9a, 9b on the golf ball surface which are mutually point symmetric with the 
center point of the golf ball G between are photographed by the camera 4 to provide two two-dimensional 
images. The resulting two-dimensional images are mutually superposed to determine the difference in data of 
both the two-dimensional images, thereby, the common part of both the two-dimensional images is erased, 
and a failure part appearing as the non-common part of both the two-dimensional image is detected. 
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